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it, she is unable to make as much of the occasion as her col-
leagues, who are suited to a hair's breadth. Mr Monkhouse, as the
Sheriff of Nottingham, succeeds in shewing that he has a touch
of the true comedian in him; and if Mr Le Hay does not venture
beyond tomfoolery, it is not for lack of opportunity. Madame
Amadi and the gentlemen who fill the minor parts are all effi-
cient. The numbers which proved most popular in the score are
the tinkers' chorus, the burlesque glee, a capital quartet in the
second act, a serenade warbled by Mr Coffin in his most seductive
mezza voce, and the song of the bells as aforesaid. Mr Clement
Scott has contributed a lyric which begins:

O, promise me that some day you and I
Shall take our loves together to some sky,

and goes on prettily about "those first sweet violets of early
spring which come in whispers."

I am sorry to have to add that Mr Sedger again permitted Mr
Charles Harris to send a handful of unfortunate little children
on the stage at the latest possible hour. They were not pretty
children; they could only dance in the most childish fashion;
they were in the way of the other dancers; they detracted instead
of adding to the artistic effect of the stage picture; in short, Mr
Harris's motive in allowing them to be present was clearly a
philanthropic desire to give them some money to take home to
their parents. However, as the children can be withdrawn from
the stage and paid all the same, he can easily gratify the human-
itarian instincts of the public in this matter without stifling his
own.

I ventured on a couple of acts of Ivanhoe again last week; and
I must say I saw no sign of the falling-off in public interest which
was said to have been apparent on the second night. The house
seemed to me as good a one as any manager could reasonably
expect or desire. The only reaction that has really occurred is a
reaction in feeling after the extravagant hopes raised by the
puffery with which the Royal English Opera was inaugurated. A
comparison of the newspapers of 1876 with those of 1891 would
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